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Sll] ana’s remark
creates abuzz

& Spec’al Correspondent

HYDERABAD, An off-the-cuff
} remark by Union Minister of
i State for Science & Technol-
" ogy and Earth Sciences Y.5.
" Chowdary that Hyderabad
r hasthe potentlal to create po-

- litical tsunamis created aflut--

ter, at least for a few

moments, at 2 functlon here

onFriday.

‘He made he remark in a
lighter vein at the Indian Na-
- tional Centre for Ocean In-
- formation Services (INCOIS)

“in the presetice of his senior
_colleague an  Union Minister
-for Science & Technology Dr.

' Harsh Vardhan when the lat-
ter delivered the 1naugura1
speech at a national seminar
on tsunami early warning
system During his speech,
Dr Harsh Vardhan sald he

Ha g v YN

was not aware of the exist-
ence of INCOIS till he took

over the portfo lio recently. .|

“Initially, 1 wondered why

the institution is located in |

Hyderabad which is far away
from the coastline but Secre-

“fary to the Ministry Shailesh
‘Nayak explained to me that |
INCOIS was strategically lo-

cated in Hyderabad which
‘was less vulnerable to earth-

quakes,” the Union Minister |

said.- ;

‘There was sﬂence for few
moments before the hall
ernpted into laughter when
Mr. Chéwdary intervened
and said: “Hyderabad may
not have the problem of tsu-
namis but it has the potential

to create pohtlcal tsunamis. |.
“Political tsunamis occur here
and“we have witnessed them |,
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T sunami warmng soon

in all Vulnerable areas

B Chandrashekhar

'HYDERABAD: Umon Minister

' for Science and Technology

and Earth Sciences Harsh
Vardhan has said that the In-
dian National Centre for

Ocean Information Services

(INCOIS) will soon extend

its GIS-based 3D protocolon

tsunami warning to ‘all val-

nerable areas in the country

with new methodologies and
improved “ warning
procedures.

The protocol is in place for

Cuddalore and Nagapatti-
nam of Tamil Nadu, and 3D
mapping will be ready for the
restof the tsunami-prone ar-
eas too.

. Atthe maugural sessmn of
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~and future road map” orga- |

tsunami,

a national workshop on “In~
dian tsunami early-warning
system: progress, challenges

nised here on Friday to com-: |
memorate 10 years of the
‘devastating - Indian  Ocean’
Dr. Harsh Vardhan
said detaﬂs of every person
living in vulnerable areas
would be mapped. The pilot
project in Cuddalore and Na-
gapattinam would be extend—
edto other areas.

Hailing the efficacy of the
system  developed by IN-
COIS, he said it did not issue
even one false warning dur-
ing the seven years of its ex-
istence, even when advanced
countries stuch as Japan had
issned several false alerts.
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