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dimensions: Understanding the social processes and politics of reforming fisheries policy 

in South Africa). They were followed by a focused discussion on developing strategies 

for strengthening SIBER ties to the South African research community, and also 

developing human dimensions components and capacity building efforts. The SIBER, 

IOGOOS and IOP communities emerged from these joint meetings with a strong new 

sense of understanding and connectivity to the South African research community.  

  

 
Fig 2. SIBER Program timeline from Hood et al. (2011) 
 

This was followed by presentations and discussions focusing on planning for a 50th 

anniversary celebration of the International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2).  The 

activities proposed include performing repeat IIOE lines and related research activities in 

the Indian Ocean, with the latter including a proposal for an “Eastern Indian Ocean 

Upwelling Initiative” by the IOP. The first workshop focusing on the development of this 

initiative will be convened in Yokohama Japan on April 25 and 26, 2013. Planning to 

convene an IIOE-2 Open Science Conference in 2015 at India’s National Institute of 

Oceanography (NIO) in Goa is also underway. This effort is being organized under 

umbrella of the Scientific Committee on Ocean Research. Forming an overarching 

committee to organize various IIOE-2 activities was also proposed (the IIOE-2 Reference 

Group). The first meeting of this group will be convened at INCOIS in Hyderabad, India 



on the 14th and 15th of May, 2013. The IIOE-2 is envisioned as a 5-year expedition and 

effort beginning in approximately 2015 and continuing through to 2020, culminating with 

a second Open Science Conference. This second conference would be convened in the 

same spirit as the conference that was convened at the end of the IIOE, which was aimed 

at building research capacity in India and led to the establishment of the National Institute 

of Oceanography.   

 

SIBER and its partners, IOGOOS, IOP and IRF, offer a unique opportunity to mobilize 

the multidisciplinary, international research effort that will be required to develop a new 

level of understanding of the physical, biogeochemical and ecological dynamics of the 

Indian Ocean. They also provide an important new model for carrying out basin-scale 

interdisciplinary research that can lead to the long-term collaborations needed to achieve 

this goal. The initiation of planning for an IIOE 50th Anniversary Celebration and 

Expedition is an excellent example of the potential benefits and momentum that can 

emerge from the synergy between SIBER, IOGOOS, IOP and IRF. But in order for this 

collaboration to be successful, the southwestern Indian Ocean research community needs 

to be fully engaged. The joint SIBER/IOP/IOGOOS/IRF meetings in South Africa 

represent a huge step forward in this regard.  

 


